
 
 
 

 
 

  What do many educators misunderstand? 
 

Content clusters vary in difficulty, so a site’s highest % correct for a cluster does not necessarily indicate its 
strength, and its lowest % correct for a cluster is not necessarily its weakness. For each cluster, compare the 
Site % to the State Minimally Proficient % (i.e., look at the degree to which the Site beat the State Minimally 
Proficient). Use this formula: 
 

School Site %  –  State Minimally Proficient %  =  # 
 

The cluster with the highest difference (highest # from above formula) could be a Site strength, and the cluster 
with the lowest difference (lowest # from above formula) could be a Site weaknesses. 
 
 
                                    What              
are possible weaknesses for my school  
site (in a grade and subject area)? 
 

Determine the cluster in which you most lagged 
behind the State Minimally Proficient’s (SMP’s) 
students (or beat them to the least degree). Since 
clusters vary in difficulty, SMP %s account for how 
easy or hard the clusters were.  Use this formula: 

      School %  –  SMP %  =  # 
 

Example: For the Decimals cluster: 
      School 70%  –  SMP 76%  =  –6 
 

More than for any other cluster, Site did                   

most poorly on the Decimals cluster (because of 
how Site compared to SMP).                       The 
Decimals cluster is most likely Site’s weakness,  
even though the Site’s 70% for Decimals was not its lowest %.                What are possible strengths for my school  

site (in a grade and subject area)? 
 

Determine the cluster in which you beat the 
State Minimally Proficient’s (SMP’s) students to 
the greatest degree. Since clusters vary in 
difficulty, SMP %s account for how easy or hard 
the clusters were.  Use this formula:  

      School %  –  SMP %  =  # 
 

Example: For the Measurement cluster: 
      School 68%  –  SMP 62%  =  +6 
 

More than for any other cluster, Site performed 

best on the Measurement cluster (because 
of how Site compared to SMP).                       
The Measurement cluster is most likely 
Site’s strength, even though the Site’s 68% 

for Measurement was not its highest %. 

 

CST Performance Report 
Interpretation Guide 
 

The CST Performance report shows a school site’s performance 
on California Standards Test (CST) content clusters in relation 
to the state’s performance. 



 
 
 

Which content clusters were assessed 
with the hardest questions on this CST?  
 

Find the State Minimally Proficient (SMP) 
lowest %. Since SMP %s are the average % 
of questions answered correctly by all 
students in California who scored the 
minimum scale score needed – 350 – to 
be considered Proficient on this CST, 
clusters they struggled with the most had 
the hardest questions. 
 

Example: SMP’s 62% in Measurement                   
is lower than the 76%, 74%, 80%, and 72% 
SMP earned in the other clusters. Thus the  
Measurement cluster was likely assessed 
with the hardest questions. 

 
Which content clusters were 
assessed with the easiest 
questions on this CST? 
 

Find the State Minimally 
Proficient (SMP) highest %. 
Clusters that SMP had the 
easiest time with had the easiest 
questions. 
 

Example: SMP’s 80% in Algebra 
is higher than the 76%, 74%, 
62%, and 72% SMP earned in the 
other clusters. Thus the                  
Algebra cluster was likely 
assessed with the easiest 
questions. 

 
 
                                 Where can I find more info on the CST and its proper analysis? 

 

Reference Chapter 1 of the California Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Post-Test Guide at 
http://www.startest.org/archive.html. 
 

Where can I find more info on analyzing CST content clusters? 
 

Visit the Help system’s Data Analysis manual.  
 

Where can I learn how 
to generate this report 
in my data system?  
 

Visit the Help system’s 
Reports manual. 


