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System with Ready-Made Stickers 
 
Notice the colored numbers and arrows on my classroom’s floor plan (next page). 
These represent the stickers I placed at the back of each desk’s arm rest. These 
labels work with almost any classroom arrangement (i.e., you don’t have to place your 
desks in a “U” like mine). Just be sure each desk sticker clearly points to a partner 
desk. 
There are just three steps to setup: 
 
�  Find the colored desk labels at www.jennyrankin.com/pres#/hcde2019b. Have 
them color-copied onto plain, 10-per-sheet mailing labels (such as those sold in office 
supply stores). You only need a few sheets of labels, so your school office might even 
be able to give you some. 
�  Put a different sticker on each desk so that each sticker clearly points to a partner 
desk. 
�  Plan a seating chart according to one of the options below using students' 
demographics and their most recent performance data (e.g., place an EL next to a 
same-language R-FEP for peer support, place a struggling student near the front 
where he can best see and get extra help, etc.). Changing from Option A to Option B, 
and vice versa, any time you create a new seating chart will prevent students from 
associating particular colors or numbers with specific performance. Using recent 
performance will prevent students from getting stuck or “tracked” in a category. 
 
Option A                                                       Option B                                                                                          

Stickers Seat Students Who’re  Stickers Seat Students Who’re 

Even 
Numbers 

Higher Performers 
(Paired Appropriately)  

Even 
Numbers 

Struggling Students 
(Paired Appropriately) 

Odd 
Numbers 

Struggling Students 
(Paired Appropriately)  

Odd 
Numbers 

Higher Performers 
(Paired Appropriately) 

 
Any time you teach, you can now easily group students (for learning games, activities, 
homework distribution, stations, etc.) appropriately. Just use the 3rd page (which 
shows you ways to group students) that best suits your particular task (i.e., use 
different rows for different activities, depending on your needs). 
• Example: If I wanted kids to work at stations, where each of the 8 stations 

contained 4 students with similar needs (and thus working on a station-specific 
project catered to those needs), I would group students according to the third-from-
the-bottom row (on the 3rd page). 

The 3rd page’s arrangement is planned around 32 students, but the stickers allow for 
40 students (and you could even make more), so you can adjust the chart to suit your 
class size. You might choose to use data on learning preferences, interests, etc., or to 
change students’ seats for particular activities. Whatever your approach, having this 
sticker system in place will make student grouping easy when you need it. 
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 Placement of stickers on desks arranged in a “U” shape:  
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Needed Characteristics Needed 
Grouping 

Sticker 
Grouping Examples of What to Tell Class 

Students are paired by mixed 
level so one student offers 
peer support to the other. 

16 Pairs 
of 2 

Arrows 
( à and ß ) 

“Turn to your partner based on where 
your arrow is pointing.” 

Groups are equally matched 
so it would be fair for one team 
to “compete” against the other 
or for each team to contain an 
equal mix of varied roles (e.g., 
each team has the same 
project, but has 1 leader, 1 
recorder, etc.) 

8 Teams 
of 4 

Consecutive 
Numbers 1-4, 

etc. 

(color options 
also exist) 

“Numbers between 1 and 4 are on 
one team, numbers between 5 and 8 
are on another team,…” 

4 Teams 
of 8 

Color (number 
options also 

exist) 

“All pink are in one group, all green 
are in another group, all blue…” 

2 Teams 
of 16 

Consecutive 
Numbers 1-16, 

etc. (color 
options also 

exist) 

“Numbers between 1 and 16 are on 
one team; numbers between 17 and 
32 are on the other team.” 

Each group contains students 
with similar needs and/or at 
approximately the same level 
so the same task, activity, 
assignment, station, or help 
can be given to all students in 
the same pair or group (e.g., 1 
group is at a station where the 
task is a bit higher than grade-
level, etc.) 

16 Pairs 
of 2 

Every-Other 
Number 

“Numbers 1 and 3 are together, 2 and 
4 are together, 5 and 7 are...” 

8 Groups 
of 4 

Color + 
Even/Odd 
Number 

“All even numbers that are pink are in 
one group, all odd numbers that are 
pink are in another group…” 

4 Groups 
of 8 

Even/Odd 
Number 1-16, 

etc. 

“All even numbers on this side of the 
room are in one group, all odd 
numbers on this side…” 

2 Groups 
of 16 

Even/Odd 
Number 

“All even numbers are in one group; 
all odd #s are in the other group.” 

 


